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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1913 Excerpt: .more prosperous state. What the Traveling Library Has Done for Elmer
RY WILLIAM S. WATSON Elmer is a typical New Jersey town of-about eleven hundred inhabitants that serves as a
center from which the farm-ers may get their supplies and ship their produce, and in which, after they have
secured a competence, they may have a little home and spend the remainder of their days in peace and
quietness. White potatoes are our main staple of production. Last summer we shipped six hundred and fourteen
carloads of them. Three years and a half ago there was no free public library in Elmer. At that time it occurred
to three of the public school teachers that it would be a good thing for the children if they could have a reading
room in which to spend a part of their time in the evening, instead of running wild on the streets. The project
was carried through, but money for its continued support has proved almost as scarce as hen s teeth, for the
yearly subscriptions have barely paid for rent, lighting, and heating. Fortunately for us, however, the library
had not been long in existence when a helping hand was extended from another direction and this is how it
came about: A visiting state school official told the librarian that if he would write to Miss Sara B. Askew,
organizer of the Public Library Commission, she would bring the resources of the state to his assistance. The...
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