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Book. Remembrance of Blue Roses follows a man and a married couple in New York City, whose intricate
relationship oscillates among friendship, love, love-triangle, and even obsession. Its romantic ambience is
interwoven with classical music, opera, art, family legend, and international affairs, illuminating the lives of
international civil servants at the United Nations and the UN peacekeeping mission in Sarajevo, and those with
direct experience of the Israel-Palestinian conflict and the Holocaust. Mark, the narrator and an American,
works for the United Nations in New York as a personnel officer; his friend, Hans, German, also works for the UN
as an economist; and Yukari, Japanese and Hanss wife, is a professional violinist. One day Mark encounters
Hans and Yukari in a museum. As Hans enjoys opera singing and Mark is into painting, the three foster their
friendship through classical music, opera, and art. Mark resists feeling drawn to his friends wife. One evening
over dinner, they discover that their families were acquainted generations ago. This bonds them together.
During the summer, inspired by the beauty of Yukari in her light blue dress at the UN garden, Hans and Mark
secretly plant blue roses there for Yukari. The blue roses later blossom sumptuously. The three enjoy their blue
roses, the symbol of their friendship and bond. The story becomes complicated by the involvement of two other
women: Marks ex-wife, Francine, a Swiss, who is remarried to another of Marks friends in the UN, Shem Tov, an
Israeli; and Marks high school sweetheart, Jane, to whom he was briefly engaged. Francine encourages Mark to
be happy with Yukari, while Jane now wants to marry Mark. Yukari becomes pregnant with Hanss child and
happily settles into...
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