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Chiefly of England, From the First Planting of Christianity, to the End of the Reign of King Charles the Second;
With a Brief Account of the AFairs of Religion in Ireland There were several surrenders of the greater
monasteries made the last year. This aFair was carried on with all the application imaginable; insomuch that
by the beginning of this year almost all the religious houses were resigned to the crown. This being a very
extraordinary revolution both in Church and State, it will not be amiss to open the scene, to enlarge upon the
circumstances, and acquaint the reader with the detail of this surprising emergency. To assist this project, and
make it go down the better with the people, the monasteries had a heavy charge of disorder and immorality
brought against them. That the narratives of this kind were swelled beyond truth and proportion, may well be
suspected from the mercenary temper of some of the visitors, who begged for this employment, as hath been
observed already; besides, that several of the religious houses had a fair reputation, appears from authentic
records, some of which I shall give the reader. To begin: John Apprice, upon his visitation of the abbey of St.
Edmondsbury, in SuFolk, acquaints Cromwell - That the visitors had nothing to except against the abbot s
regularity: but it was reported, he diverted himself too much at cards and dice, was too expensive in building,
and turned several farms into copyholds, and spent too much time in his country houses. About the Publisher
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