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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 Excerpt: .its taste for commercial fruits is cultivated when opportunity stares it in
the face, but what about the good which | am sure it does 1 | remember seeing a Silver-eye hunting along a
branch of a tall pear tree. An insect fell from its hiding place, and simultaneously the bird swooped
perpendicularly in time to catch the lesser form, and with a right-angled movemenfescaped the ground, to
which it was unpleasantly close. It is the scourge of the aphis and other noxious insects, when there is no fruit
upon the tree, giving special attention in the wild timber to the Acacise. | will quote a case beyond my own
knowledge of its special service. Mr. W. H. F. Hill writes, in the Victorian Naturalist: -- Amongst the birds the
Silver-eye, Zosterops casrulescens, is the chief enemy of the Oase Moth, destroying the young larvaj in great
numbers. Indeed, but for these useful little birds the Case Moths might easily become a serious insect pest, as
they threaten to be in the various city parks and enclosures where the Silver-eye does not dare to go. The Case
Moth has been figured and described in the handbook issued by the Victorian Department of Agriculture (
Destructive Insects of Victoria, C. French). In New Zealand the Transactions N.Z. Institute renders a very
praiseworthy account of the good done by this bird as an aphis destroyer. Silver-eyes dread the tyrant Butcher-
bird (Cracticus destructor), and | have found that one...
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