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waste products, which, under the favoring conditions of
warmth and moisture quickly undergo putrefaction. As
protection against absorption of these waste and poisonous
substances, the colon, with the exception of the cecum, is
supplied with very few absorbent vessels, and, in addition,
nature has wisely provided this filth receptacle with a valve at
each end. The lower valve prevents the untimely escape of the
colon contents, while the upper valve prevents the backing up
of putrefying and poisonous materials into the small intestine,
that portion of the bowel in which absorption takes place with
the greatest rapidity. It is now generally conceded that ileal
stasis is a controlling factor in the genesis of intestinal toxemia.
However views may differ respecting the value of the
operations proposed by Lane for correcting ileal stasis, it must
be admitted that his work has been of immense practical
service...
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