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the Union: Delivered in the House of Representatives, February 5, 1861 If we say the darkness shall cover us, in
the darkness as in the light, our obligations are still with us. We cannot escape their power or fly from their
presence. When Admiral Lord Nelson was about to engage the allied fleet at Trafalgar, the signal flew from the
mast head of his ship England expects every man to do his duty; and in response to that appeal, there rose
from sea to sky one wide wild hurrah - the harbinger of victory. With how much more propriety may the appeal
be made to the Representatives of the American people, in the hour of danger to come forward and do their
duty; for never in the history of our country, in peace or in war, has she stood more in need of the best services
of her sons; for never before have more important questions been agitated, and more serious consequences
likely to flow. The problem to be solved is not less momentous than the preservation of the Union. The
experiment is to be finally tried whether or not the people of this country are really capable of an intelligent
self-government; whether we shall remain a great, a powerful, and a united people, or be shattered into
fragments; whether peace and prosperity and order shall reign throughout the land, or chaos come again.
Upon the speeches and votes of the gentlemen on this floor these grave consequences may depend. | much
fear, sir, that we are fast drifting towards the verge of...
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