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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1907 edition. Excerpt: . The Empress Pulcheria INTRODUCTION THE AUGUSTA
PULCHERIA It has been the fashion of late years to rescue the minor characters of history from the natural
perspective of their times, and to write of them with disproportionate emphasis. Lest it should be thought that
the present book is another effort of this kind, it is desirable to introduce the subject of it as befits her imperial
rank. The fact that oblivion has fallen upon one character rather than upon another, in any given epoch, does
not necessarily settle the question of importance. St. Pulcheria is forgotten in comparison with many
personalities of her day, but as virtual Empress of the East Roman world from A.D. 414 to A.D. 453, she can
scarcely be called a minor character. She was the eldest sister of the Emperor Theodosius Il., Regent during his
minority, first among his counsellors during his entire reign, and Empress in her own right on his death, she
should occupy some niche in the temple of history. She was unanimously proclaimed Empress of the East in the
year 450, and the Romans for the first time submitted to a female reign. A record of the life of the Augusta
should be doubly interesting, since, in virtue of her supreme position, it brings us into contact with all the great
men and events of a day singularly rich in historical import. It would be impossible to appreciate her, either as
saint or sovereign, without...
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