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illustrated. 1805 Excerpt:...:..-.. ARTICLE XIIl. . r;; . :.1i.]. i-. . Speculations concerning the perspirable Fluids of
Human Bodies, with the View of ascertaining how they are sometimes converted to septic or pestilential Matter:
In a Letter from Dr. Mitchill, to Andrew Duncan, M. D. 8Ca Professor of the Institutes of Medicine in the University
of Edinburgh dated August 11, 1798. Sir, - IN reply to your last letter frorh Edinburgh, | have td remark, that of
the fluids afforded by the human body, few have been more talked of, though, perhaps, none to less advantage,
than those exhalations or effusiohs from its surface, denominated perspiration or sweat. The reason alleged
wherefore so little has been experimentally done upon these fluids or humours, is, that they cannot be obtained
in sufficient quantity; their volatility being such as to prevent the collection of either of them, to such an
amount, that much certain information can be obtained about their peculiar natures and qualities. This is,
indeed, in some degree, the case; and, without doubt, the difficulty of procuring, conveniently and frequently,
parcels of the matter secreted from the skin, has retarded the progress of inquiry on this point. While, therefore,
the fluids secreted in the liver, pancreas, kidneys, stomach, mouth, and almost every other part of the human
frame, have been exa- mined with great care and exactness, experimenters are yet very much behind-hand in
their knowledge of the...
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