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Excerpt: . chapter V the period of ordeal The exploration of an
unknown land, such as hagiography was in those days, could
not fail to be accompanied by many a surprise. We do not refer
to those unexpected finds which await every scholar who
treads a new path and who is rewarded for his labor by the joy
of discovery. However, the unlooked for results with which the
Bollandists were rewarded were not always of a speculative
character. For centuries past, the custom of reading the Lives
of the saints had created a peculiar state of mind in the public.
A heterogeneous literature, if ever there was one, in which the
historical element goes side by side with the free inspirations of
pious fancy, the Lives offered to the gaze of the multitude a
vast panorama, as it were, of Christian life, in which the...
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