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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 edition. Excerpt: .in trying to determine the true longitude. For in so short a
distance as there is from one point to the other, there cannot have 142 GALLEGO CRITICISED. been a mistake of
250 leagues. Whence | infer that, in such a long route as that from Lima to the Solomon Islands, the error would
be much greater, the course being cast and west. If his narrative is considered, other obscure and contradictory
points will be found. In one place he says that the natives told him that those islands to the S.E. were extensive,
and that he saw them. Presently he says that a sailor climbed up a palm tree, and could not see them. He says
that at the Island of Guadalcanal he could not see the end, and that the coast ran westward. Further on, he says
that it would take six months to go round it; and that the land he did not see was reported to be very good, but
that he certainly did not see it. He reports that it was better to take a northern route in returning to Peru,
because it was difiicult to find favourable winds further south. Few pilots would give this reason, because the
usual winds outside the tropics, in the same latitude, are much the same on the north as on the south side. And
how much easier was it, being (as he says) certain that there was no land to the S.E.,...
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